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terrified her, Gretchen had saved her from starvation,
or worse, and to jeopardize the newly-established
prosperity of her friends was something Olga could not
do. She would rather marry Ludwig, and bid farewell
to Petrovka, than wreck the Efe of her old nurse, Olga,
therefore, temporized. Instead of telling Ludwig that
she would never marry him, and did not want to be
burdened with a husband at all, unless the said husband
could assist her to fame as a pianist, Olga said that she
was only eighteen, and did not intend to think of settling
down until she was at least twenty-one, Further, she
thought it best to preserve from Ludwig the secret of
her origin and he, fearful that Olga would seek employ-
ment away from Tannenkop if he were importunate,
agreed to wait as long as she wished for her answer.
Before they left the Strahov Gardens, Ludwig took
Olga's hands in his and remarked," I'll buy that garnet
ring, anyway, in the hope that you'll very soon consent
to wear it."